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“It’s not been my practice to title exhibitions, but as the work for my upcoming exhibition has progressed it has 
been known to me as ‘Introducing Cowboy and Girls, Girls, Girls.’  
 
The ‘Cowboy’ pictures started with an homage to Rembrandt van Rijn’s Self Portrait (1661) in Kenwood 
House, London, which I had the good fortune to see last year. It is just a great painting and my responses an 
adoration.  
 
As a painter of women I have continued with some new and some returnee sitters. They are all in their way 
family, who have been wonderfully committed and excellent company. It continues to be a (difficult) pleasure to 
have people in front of me, to thrill at what light does on flesh and cloth, and to be able to laugh, snarl and all 
with those who see value in what the painter does. They are the other side of the ‘Cowboy’ coin, and very 
welcome after stretches on the Range.”  
 

-Richard McWhannell, 2009.  
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The intensity of Richard McWhannell’s portraits sets him apart from the distinctive sober tradition evident in 
conventional New Zealand portraiture. Portraits are the artist’s speciality despite an enduring 35 year career also 
dedicated to figurative scenes and landscapes. Frequently described as a ‘realist’ painter, his arresting close-ups   
also exhibit nuances of impressionism. Visible brush-strokes display contrasting tonalities and contoured 
modelling enriched by creamy textures, a fleshy palette and natural light; all consistent trademarks of 
McWhannell’s signature style. Most intriguing is the interior psychology of the sitters so expertly captured by 
the artist, revealing a perceptiveness that communicates trust and familiarity thus suggesting the closeness of 
friendship or family. 
 
Portraits not only offer the perfect genre to record the history, lifestyle and memories of the sitters, but of the 
artists as well. The feelings and mood evident through expression and tone can only be captured through the 
individual artist, and contradictory to where the intent is to depict the visual appearance of the subject, portraits 
now, similarly like other genres of art, are a mystery of woven feelings and projections of a moment in time. 
 
 
Auckland based artist Richard McWhannell was born in 1952. He graduated with a Diploma of Fine Arts from 
the Ilam School of Fine Arts in Canterbury in 1972. Since then he has been exhibiting regularly throughout the 
country and was included in the International Biennale of Graphic Arts in Slovenia in 1989. McWhannell  has 
fulfilled a number of important commissions in New Zealand and abroad, travelling to London in 2006 to 
commence two portraits of the Right Honourable Denis Marshall (Secretary General of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association) and five portraits of the Right Honourable Donald Charles McKinnon 
(Commonwealth Secretary General). Richard McWhannell’s work is held in public and private collections 
throughout the country.  
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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Born 1952 
Lives Auckland, New Zealand 
 
1972 Graduated Diploma of Fine Arts, Ilam School of Fine Arts, University of Canterbury 
1978 QEII Arts Council recipient 
1982 QEII Arts Council recipient - travels to Europe 
1985 QEII Arts Council recipient - assistance with bronze casting 
1991 QEII Arts Council recipient - towards an exhibition at the Robert McDougall Art Gallery, Christchurch 
 
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions 
 
2009 Introducing Cowboys and Girls, Girls, Girls, John Leech Gallery, Auckland 
2007 John Leech Gallery, Auckland 
2007 10 Year Survey, Campbell Grant Gallery, Christchurch  
2005 Campbell Grant Gallery, Christchurch 
2005 John Leech Gallery, Auckland 
2003 John Leech Gallery, Auckland 
2002 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 

Campbell Grant Gallery, Christchurch 
2001 Anna Bibby Gallery, Auckland 

Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
2000 Anna Bibby Gallery, Auckland 

 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
Campbell Grant Gallery, Christchurch 

1999 Anna Bibby Gallery, Auckland 
1998 Anna Bibby Gallery, Auckland 

Janne Land Gallery, Auckland 
1997 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington  

Campbell Grant Gallery, Christchurch 
1996 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1995 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1994 Pararaha Paintings, Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1993  Janne Land Gallery, Auckland 
1992 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1991 Richard McWhannell, Robert McDougall Art Gallery and Annex, Christchurch, Aberhart North Gallery, 

Auckland and Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
1990  Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1989 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1988 Survey 1978-1988 exhibition, Fisher Gallery Auckland 
 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland  
 Muka Studio, Auckland 
1987 Aberhart North Gallery, Auckland 
1986 Wellington City Art Gallery 
1985 Denis Cohn Gallery, Auckland 
1984 Janne Land Gallery, Wellington 
 Denis Cohn Gallery, Auckland 
1983 Akaroa Art Gallery  
1982 Denis Cohn Gallery, Auckland 
1981 Brooke/Gifford Gallery, Christchurch 

Denis Cohn Gallery, Auckland 
1980  Galerie Legard, Wellington 
1979 Denis Cohn Gallery, Auckland 
1978  Galerie Legard, Wellington 
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1977  Brooke/Gifford Gallery, Christchurch 
1976   Tasman, Nelson, De Smits Workshop 
1974  CSA Gallery Christchurch 
 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
 
2005 Richard McWhannell & Neil Dawson, Black Barn Gallery, Hawkes Bay 
2001 Prospect 2001, Wellington City Art Gallery 
2000 The Promised Land, Bishop Suter Gallery, Nelson 
1996 Bodies In Question, Outreach Gallery, Auckland 
1995 Fleshly Worn, ASA Gallery, Auckland 
 Self Portraits, Outreach Gallery 
 Akaroa Art Gallery 
1994 Station to Station, The Way of the Cross, Auckland City Art Gallery 
1990 Goodman Suter Biennale, Bishop Suter Gallery, Nelson 
1989 International Biennale of Graphic Arts, Ljubljiana (Slovenia) 
1988 South Island Stone Sculpture Symposium, Christchurch 
1987 Western Springs Stone Sculpture Symposium, Auckland 
1986 Content/Context, Shed 11, National Art Gallery, Wellington 
 Auckland, Fisher Gallery, 'Auckland Sculptors' 
 Bishop Suter Gallery, Nelson 
 Transfield Art Award, Auckland City Art Gallery 
1985 Auckland, Fisher Gallery, 'Director's Choice'  
 Takapuna, The Pumphouse, 'Kaleidoscope'  
1982 Wellington, National Art Gallery, "Be By Myself: the self portrait' 
1981 Akaroa Art Gallery Inc. 
 Auckland, RKS Art, 'Domestic Scale' 
 Auckland, Denis Cohn Gallery, 'Figurative Sculpture' 
 Auckland, Denis Cohn Gallery, 'What's in Store?' 
1980 Rotorua City Art Gallery; New Vision Gallery Portraits, Auckland 
                         Auckland, New Vision Gallery 'Portraits' 
1979 Contemporary New Zealand Realist Paintings, Auckland City Art Gallery 
                         Auckland, Denis Cohn Gallery, 'The New Zealand Nude' 
                         Auckland, Peter Webb Galleries, 'Artists on Artists' 
                         Auckland, Peter Webb Galleries, 'Figurative Artists' 
 1978                Auckland Barry Lett Galleries 
                         Auckland City Art Gallery, 'Little Works' 
                         Whangarei, Northland Arts 
                         Auckland, Denis Cohn Gallery (opening exhibition) 
1977 Young Contemporaries, Auckland City Art Gallery 
1975 Bishop Suter Gallery, Nelson 
1973 Sarjeant Gallery, Wanganui 
 
Grants and Awards 
 
1991  Received QEII Arts Council Grant 
1985 Received QEII Arts Council Grant for bronze casting 
1982 Received QEII Arts Council Grant to travel around Europe 
1978  Received QEII Arts Council Grant 
 
Commissions 
 
1994 Sculpture, Night Errant, Grey Lynn Park 
1997 Portraits (several), Hugh Fletcher, Fletcher Challenge 
1997 Portraits (2), David Coles, Bishop of Christchurch, Diocesan Offices and Christ’s College. 
2000 Sculpture, Venus d’Aggs, Auckland Girls Grammar School 
2005-06 Sculpture, Two Up, Auckland Girls Grammar School 
2006 Portraits (5) Rt. Hon. Donald Charles McKinnon, Commonwealth Secretary General. Marlborough 

House, London 
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2006 Portraits (2) Rt. Hon. Denis Marshall, Secretary General, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Millbank, London. 

 
 
Publications 
 
E. Caughey & J. Gow  Contemporary New Zealand Art 1, David Bateman, 1997  
 
Brian Gregory  In Winter Vineyards:,(Woodcuts by Richard McWhannell). Tara McLeod at Pear Tree Press, 

1999 
Christopher Johnstone Landscape Paintings of New Zealand: A Journey from North to South, Godwit Publishing, 

2006 
 
Richard McWhannell Rough Copies, (A Spiral bound selection of drawings of European Art made during 1982 study 

trip) Inca Print, 1983 
 
Gregory O'Brien   Lands and Deeds: Profiles of Contemporary New Zealand Painters, Godwit Publishing, 1996 
 
Justin Paton   How to Look at a Painting, Awa Press, 2005 
 
Lara Strongman   Richard McWhannell, Exhibition Catalogue, McDougall Art Gallery, 1991 
 
Richard Wolfe   New Zealand Portraits, Penguin, 2008 
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Richard McWhannell 
Sweetheart of the Rodeo 
2008 
oil on canvas 
1110 x 920mm 
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Richard McWhannell 
A Whiter Shade of Pale 
2008 
oil on linen 
1110 x 920 mm 
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Richard McWhannell 
Reckless Road 
2008 
oil on linen 
1110 x 920 mm 
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Richard McWhannell 
Poi, The Tailor of Panama, Hay-stack 
2008 
oil on linen 
1010 x 830 mm 
 


